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indexed. Not illustrated. 1909 Excerpt: . in 1812, Straub, of Berne, suggested that it was the active principle of the
toasted sponges (Spongia usta or tosta ) and the Aethiops vegetabilis, which had been used in the treatment of
goiter at least since the thirteenth century. Since 1820 iodine, as such or in combination, has been in constant
use in the treatment of diseases of the thyroid. About the middle of the last century great interest was aroused
by the work of Chatin, Marchand, and others on the relation of iodine in drinking water to goiter. The more
recent history of this subject began with the revival of interest in the physiology and pathology of the thyroid
gland which was stimulated by the work of Gull and Ord on myxoedema and of Kocher and Reverdin on the
effects of the removal of the thyroid in man. This work was followed, partly as a result of the stimulus of Brown-
Sequard s ideas concerning internal secretion, by the introduction of organotherapy in the treatment of
diseases of the thyroid. The brilliant results of this form of treatment led to the search for an active principle,
and this work culminated in the discovery of iodine in the thyroid by Baumann. In the year of Baumann s
discovery Kocher,6 who had been much impressed by the similarity of the effects of iodine and thyroid in the
treatment of goiter, had suggested the desirability of examining the thyroid for iodine; the tests made in Berne
were,...
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