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Longitudinal studies. Excerpt: . . . Trends Among High School Seniors 1972-1992 Republican nomination for
President. Threes Company was the top-rated sitcom on television, but the most talked about show was the
season finale of Dallas that left viewers asking Who shot J. R Seniors graduating in the spring of 1992 faced a
somewhat different world. The Soviet Union had fallen apart, and the U. S. military was engaged in airlifting
supplies to the former soviet block countries 4 to assist them through the winter. The countries of Slovenia and
Croatia were formally recognized, marking the breakup of Yugoslavia. In Los Angeles, race riots were sparked
by the verdict in a highly publicized case in which police officers were videotaped as they beat a black man,
Rodney King, as he was being arrested. In a Gallup poll conducted in the spring of 1992, respondents reported
that the countrys most important problems were the economy, unemployment, poverty and homelessness,
followed by health care. In the fictional world of television situation comedies, the woman in the newsroom was
now the high-powered network anchor, Murphy Brown, whose decision to have a child outside of marriage
provided grist for speeches by former Vice President, Dan Quayle. Labor Market Trends Some common threads
were apparent throughout the period. Concern over the economy and unemployment resulted, in part, from
shifts in the labor market--stagnation in the...
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