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illustrated. 1882 Excerpt: . sportsman, every one with an adventure-loving spirit. A life like this gives our youth
the excitement, the manly self-reliance, the spirit of mutual good-fellowship, which are the best lessons of a
military life, without its risks or evil passions. Not less picturesque is the shanty itself--that peaceful Commune of
the lumberman s life, with its routine of duty, healthful food and sleep, varied by the chanson dc bois or tale of
woodcraft adventure, told amid the fantastic shadows and flickering blaze of the shanty fire. Or when the first
birds of spring have broken the charm of silence in the winter woods, the hardy exploring party penetrating in
their birch-bark canoes by devious streams, to climb the tallest tree and determine, with a skill that seems
preterhuman, the nature and value of the forest-growth far and wide around them; or the perilous river-rapids,
where the heaped logs in a jam need the precision of an expert to disengage the tangled pile, and often the
graceful footing of a balletdancer to stand on the rapidly-revolving surface of the log as it floats down the
swollen stream; or the navies of huge rafts towed or floating seawards on wide lake or expanse of river; all have
a distinctive artistic interest. Unlike the national industries of many other lands, they blend with, instead of
destroying, what is picturesque in Nature. But they have a deeper interest for the student of our national life.
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