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First, the farm bill directed AMS to consider a national research and promotion program for honey packers and
importers. AMS received a proposal for this packers and importers program and conducted a referendum on
that pro-posal from April 2 - 16, 2008. In the referendum, 78 percent of those voting, rep-resenting 92 percent of
the volume of those voting in the referendum, approved the program. The program become effective on May
22,2008, 1 day after the final rule was published in the Federal Register. The first board meeting took place on
Sep-tember 4, 2008. With the approval of this new program, the collection of assess-ments under the Honey
Research, Promotion and Consumer Information Order - au-thorized under the Honey Research, Promotion
and Consumer Information Act - was suspended. A termination order for that program was published in the
Federal Reg-ister on April 17, 2009. The second major requirement under Sec. 10401 directed USDA to consider
estab-lishing a research and promotion program for domestic producers. On July 14, 2009, AMS published a
proposed rule and solicited comments through September 14, 2009 for a domestic honey producer program.
AMS is currently reviewing those com-ments. If it is determined that a program is warranted, AMS will publish a
rule and hold a referendum. A final rule will be published if the program is approved in the referendum. The
second farm bill honey provision, Sec. 10402, provided country of origin label-ing requirements for honey that
bears any official certificate of quality, grade mark or...
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