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Excerpt: . .. 11 UCINICH Mr. K. The Chair recognizes Mr. Cummings from Mary-land. r. M C. Mr. Chairman, |
thank you very much for hold-UMMINGS ing this hearing. It is vitally important. Most Americans these days are
concerned with the extremely high price of gas. The average national price at the pump is currently 3. 13 per
gallon, and that may have changed within the hour, | dont know. The average price in Baltimore City, which |
represent, is 3. 04. We are a blue collar town, and our people have great difficulty. Many of them are locked into
their income and to have to pay the kind of money that they are paying; it literally affects almost every single
thing they do. There is indication that the costs will go up over the summer as demand rises and supplies go
down. Just this Wednesday the gov-ernment announced that refinery utilization fell 1. 5 percent to 89. 6 percent
of capacity. Mr. Chairman, the American people rely on gas to fuel their cars so that they can get to work and
get their children to school and visit loved ones. They simply cant afford the rising costs of filling up their tank.
This is why this hearing is so very very important. This little-known practice by the petroleum industry has been
rob-bing American consumers for decades. Mr. Chairman, | just read the letter from the Partnership of Uni-
form Marketing Practices PUMP Coalition, and as | read this let-ter | got angrier and angrier because basically
what they say is, slow the process down, suspend everything, we have to...
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