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Subject: United States -- Armed Forces -- Reserves -- Employment. Excerpt: . . . 17 The act protects millions of
individuals as they transition between their federal duties and their civilian employment. Prior to USERRA,
reemployment rights were set forth in the Vietham Era Veterans 18 Readjustment Act of 1974. Congress
reviewed the effectiveness of the 1974 act after receiving a number of questions and complaints about
reemployment rights from military servicemembers and employers 19 following the 1991 Gulf War. USERRA
covers not only those individuals who have served in the reserve components, but also large numbers of active
duty servicemembers and veterans, including those who served prior to the passage of the act.
Servicemembers retain reemployment rights under USERRA as long as they meet a few basic requirements.
Among the eligibility requirements are ( 1) the absence of the receipt of a dishonorable or other disqualifying
discharge, ( 2 ) giving proper notice prior to departure, and ( 3 ) returning to work or applying for
reemployment in a timely manner after conclusion of service. Provided servicemembers meet their USERRA
requirements, they are entitled to prompt reinstatement to the position they would have held if they had never
left their employment, or to positions of like seniority, status, and pay; health coverage for a designated period
of time while absent from their employers and immediate reinstatement of health coverage upon return;
training, as needed, to requalify for their jobs; periods of protection against discharge based on the length of
service; and nonseniority benefits that are available to other employees with similar seniority, status, and pay
who are on leaves...
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