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Finally, the perfectly homogeneous character of the glass and the unchanged appearance of the crystals as
heating progressed gave no hint of any chemical decomposition. In the hope of obtaining a point of value for
comparison with the melting points of the other feldspars, some time and patience were expended in trying to
locate the lowest temperature at which certain evidence of melting appeared. We did not extend any single trial
beyond a single day, so that our results can not pretend to establish the lowest point at which albitc melts. Such
an effort with a natural specimen known to contain impurities would yield nothing of value. Mitchell County
albite showed signs of melting after four hours at 1100. Under a high power the crystal edges appeared
weathered or toothed--strongly resembling the incipient melting of the ice on a frosted window pane. These
extremely fine teeth could be followed through the slide on exposed edges. At 1125 (Plate XIX X 600) a four
hours heating gave unmistakable glass in tiny pockets and lanes. The above experiments with the Clotidland
albite were completed before we obtained the Amelia County material, but the latter proved to be so much
nearer to the type of pure soda feldspar that nearly all the experiments were repeated with it, except that the
crystal blocks were embedded in powdered crystals. We did not develop any new fact, however; the effects
noted...
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