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Finance. Excerpt: . . . 11 both military and civilian employees of the NRO - not just at the certificate level, but at
the masters level - in engineering, adminis-tration or public management, to make it portable, something they
can take with them in their careers. Improving our acquisition processes has been the focus for me since I took
over the NRO in July of 2005. We have abandoned ac-quisition reform, as it once was known, and we are
making progress that is measurable. Two quick points in that regard. As part of the Presidents management
agenda and the Govern-ment Performance and Results Act, OMB evaluates at least one of our major programs
every year. In the last evaluation, our commu-nications directorate received a grade of 81, the highest of all of
the intelligence community agencies, and compared very well with the best across the Government. Second,
our mission integration and development program - the MIND - was recognized last October by the Department
of Defense and the National Defense Industrial Association, as one of the De-partments top five programs. The
National Space Policy also includes interagency partnerships as a key feature. This is a natural for the NRO,
since we are al-ready a joint venture. Besides the routine interactions with our mission partners, we also have
more formal venues, like the Space Partnership Council, which includes Air Force Space Command, U. S.
Strategic Com-mand, the defense executive agent for space sitting next to me, Di-rector of Defense Research
and Engineering ( DDR and E ) and DARPA. This council addresses broad issues across the infrastructure that
supports us all....
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